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reasonable, he said, it would leave Hitler a free hand. He
only wanted to do the best, even for the people whom at
present he was handling harshly and cruelly. "Hitler has
got to be hard," he said once to me; "if you only knew how
he has to force himself to be hard, and what a tender and
sensitive heart he has!" But probably Germany would be
unable to achieve her destiny without war, without great
sacrifices. No nation received its greatness as a free gift.

Why it should be Germany that was called to reset the
dislocated world was a question with which Forster dealt
in his purely political speeches. "We have to have a faith,55
he used to say; "without faith there can be no victory.
Why is the German called? Destiny has given him know-
ledge. He has passed through the greatest privations,
always he has come away empty from the great decisions of
history. He has never come into his own. Alien powers have
dominated him. Alien spiritual and alien political powers."
Germany had never had a form of her own. Even in the
Middle Ages, when she administered the Holy Roman
Empire, she was guided by alien ideals. She had not only
had always to defend her frontiers, as the country placed
geographically in the centre; she had not only had one
territory after another taken from her; as in the fairy-tale
of Hans in Luck, her well-earned possessions had been
talked out of her hands by one rogue after another. Her
original heritage had been exchanged again and again at a
loss. The final exchange had been for democracy by the
grace of France. Now Germany had thrown that away
as Hans dropped his whetstone. She was free now to face
her destiny anew. In her freedom she would finish all the
tasks the rest of the world had hitherto attacked in vain.
Work and bread for all, and no more hunger, destitution,
or unemployment. Reconciliation of classes, reconciliation
of nations under a just order. Freedom from superstition,
and ability to enjoy this life in all its grandeur with a good
conscience. Thus, democracy is the sum total of all that is
wrong and noxious. It is unnecessary to consider what
democracy is and what it might be. What is wanted is not
an impartial valuation* but a symbol. Democracy is the
deception practised on the productive classes by a class of